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1. Qajar Era (1789-1925)

Diplomatic and Cultural Exchanges: During the Qajar dynasty, Iran
sought to modernize its military and administrative structures by learning
from European powers, including France. There was an exchange of
diplomatic missions, and several Iranian students were sent to France
for education, marking the beginning of cultural exchanges.

sInfluence of French Law: Iran was influenced by French legal codes
as it sought to modernize its legal system. The adoption of aspects of
French law in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was part of Iran's

broader attempts at modernization.
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2. Pahlavi Era (1925-1979)

*Military and Economic Cooperation: The relationship
between Iran and France during the Pahlavi era included military
cooperation and the purchase of French arms. Economic ties
were also significant, with France becoming one of Iran's major
trading partners in Europe.

Cultural Relations: Educational and cultural exchanges
continued to flourish, with many Iranian students continuing to
pursue their education in France. The Pahlavi government's
push for modernization and westernization found a willing

partner in France for cultural and scientific exchanges.
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3. Islamic Republic of Iran (1979—-Present)

*Hostage Crisis Impact: The early years of the Islamic Republic saw tensions in Iran-
France relations, particularly with the case of the French embassy staff hostage
situation in 1982, which strained relations.

*Nuclear Program and Sanctions: More recently, France has been part of the P5+1
countries involved in negotiations over Iran's nuclear program. France has played a
role in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) agreement and its subsequent
developments, advocating for non-proliferation while also engaging in dialogue for
economic cooperation.

*Cultural and Academic Ties: Despite political and economic ups and downs,
cultural, educational, and academic exchanges have continued. France has remained
a popular destination for Iranian students, and there have been numerous cultural

exhibitions and collaborations between the two countries.
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