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The three-stage framework for foreign policy
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(Both offensive and defensive )Structural realists agree that national preferences are based upon 
the need to survive in the competitive anarchical international system

System-level liberal theories are split into those that analyze the impact of the level of 
interdependence upon what states want and those that investigate the effects that institution-
rich environments have upon state goals.

Constructivist theorists have a broader conception of national preferences, arguing that the ideas 
embedded in different ‘cultures’ of the international system can impact on what states want
(interests) and, even more fundamentally, on the very foreign policy identity of the state (‘who’ the state 
believes it is). At the most extreme, identities fully constitute how a state conceives of its interests and its
role in the world, with little (or no) impact from material factors. 



France & Germany during 
WWII
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Question Case:
Austria vs. Switzerland 

post-1989
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Black box of state
how factors related to societal inputs matter for state in FP?
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- Neo-classical realism vs. Structural realism
- Liberalism
- Social constructivism at state level
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Points of view
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Neo-classical realism
anarchy with a domestic face
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Neo-classical realism
anarchy with a domestic face
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National interest

- To ensure survival and the broader security of the state

- The desire to protect physical, political and cultural identity against 
encroachment by other nations (Morgenthau)

- Having examined its security requirement, it try to meet them (Waltz)
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National identity 
(vs. national interest)

how a given states understands its national 
interest and the role in the world?

Classical (structural) point of view: the same
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FP Doctrine: 
FP interest + identity
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Monroe doctrine
any manipulation by European powers in the affairs of independent states in the Western
hemisphere would be viewed as an unwanted intrusion into the US sphere of interests.

Truman doctrine
Protection of free peoples throughout the world that were resisting Soviet pressures, resulting 
in the overarching US grand strategy of containment of the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

de Gaulle doctrine
saw the country as an independent great power despite possessing low power relative to the 
Soviet Union and the US…arguably did not
match the imperatives of their structural environment
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Sources of national identity

humans are social beings 
naturally form groups

identity: differentiating from other groups
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Liberalism: Opening the black box
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Public opinion, interest groups, bureaucracy
Reflect societal demands
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National preferences are the result of the aggregation of societal demands through a country’s political system
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Public opinion
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Public opinion
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Election & FP
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Media: framing effects
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Interest groups
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economic, ethnic, business, labor, cultural, religious, racial… 
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Domestic political 
institutions
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Domestic political 
institutions
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Domestic political 
institutions

3/3/2024



Strong liberalism: 
fundamental transformation
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fundamental transformations in the nature
of relations between and within states can 

take place 

Neo-functionalism is a theory that explains how the participation of governmental and 
non-governmental elites in international institutions can transform state interests from 
being purely centered on national interests toward a more cooperative understanding 

of interests. 
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Social constructivism 
interest and identity construction 
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importance of ideas, norms and culture for foreign policy and international 
relations 
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Post-structuralism
the politics of identity and securitization theory 
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no single ‘objective’ truth or reality 
perceive the social world through language 

language is not a neutral medium 

threats are not just ‘objective’ threats 
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Securitization
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A threat has been constructed when an 
audience believes that ‘if we do not tackle 

this problem, everything else will be 
irrelevant 
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از توجه شما متشکرم
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