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France

Administration

Parliament

(Senate&National
parliament)

Judiciary
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Fifth republic (28th Sep. 1958)

5-year terms president:

Prime minister and cabinet
Armed forces

Police
Security & intelligence forces

Head of senate: 2nd person in the republic

Co-existence:
Avoiding absolute power of the president: 

dependence to the parliament
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Permanent member of the UNSC
Veto power right

Member of:
• G7
• G20
• NATO
• OECD

France-based:
• UNESCO
• Interpol
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Judiciary

• President is responsible for the independency 

Challenges

• Lack of updated texts for international terrorism
• Disability for implementing the existing laws for security and intelligence 

threats (blind spots)
• Lack of law review program
• EU norms which limits the judiciary system
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Islamic Republic relations with France

Better relations with right parties

Comprehensive support for the security policies (post Sarkuzi)

François Mitterrand – Charles de Gaulle foreign policy doctrine 

Worst bilateral relations in the 5th republic with Iran (since 1958)
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Foreign policy principles

1. Freedom, equality, brotherhood

2. National governance and integrity (inseparable republic)

3. Laic republic

4. Democratic republic

5. Social republic
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Driving forces in foreign policy

• Rejecting the American-oriented era for the west and seeking for 
a multi-lateral order (Gaullism)

• Strategic independence:
1. France position in the international arena
2. Keeping international network and investment in French language
3. Insisting on its permanent membership in UNSC
4. Expanding and renewal of the military forces in French, European and global domains
5. Contribute in Global Strategy of European Union security program
6. Implementing military act in European Union framework
7. Following “influence diplomacy” to fulfill strategic independence 
8. French peace measures to expand French influence and fulfill strategic independence 
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Driving forces in foreign policy

• French militaristic expansion

1. Military security
2. Deterrence 
3. Military intervention
3.1 French citizens’ security worldwide
3.2 Defense of strategic interests and alliances 
3.3 France’s international duties
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Driving forces in foreign policy

• France’s Arabic policy: nuclearization of the Arabic countries 
• Meta-Atlantic tendency 
• European expansionism policy 
• Security and mobility management in national, continental and 

international levels
• International politics influence expansion
• International economy influence expansion 
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Afghanistan (before Taliban)
Kazakhstan
Syria
Lebanon
Turkey
Israel
Persian gulf countries

Iran:
• Never strategic
• Economic partner
• Still MEK

France and the region
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France FP behavior 

• Pragmatism 
• Opportunism 
• Realism



Thanks
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