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Ernest Renan, 1823-1892



Semitic race is inferior to the Aryan race.
Semitic mind was limited by dogmatism and lacked a cosmopolitan 

conception of civilization.
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Anti-semitics



Study at Issy-les-Moulineaux
Study at college of St Sulpice

Collège de France
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(1852). Averroës et l'averroïsme.
(1883)Islam and Science: A lecture presented at La Sorbonne



Muslim countries: the Orient and Africa:

Inevitably narrow-mindedness of a true believer, of that kind of
iron ring around his head, making it absolutely closed to science,
incapable of learning anything or of opening itself up to any new
idea.

Se
m

es
te

r 1
40

1-
02

 |
 S

es
sio

n6
 



Se
m

es
te

r 1
40

1-
02

 |
 S

es
sio

n6
 

At the age of ten or twelve years, the Muslim child, until then still quite 
aware, suddenly becomes fanatical, full of a foolish pride in 
possessing what he believes is the absolute truth, happy with what 
determines his inferiority, as if it were a privilege.
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Convinced that God determines wealth and power to whomever
He sees fit, regardless of education or personal merit, the Muslim
has the deepest contempt for education, for science, for all that
constitutes the European spirit.



Persia alone is an exception. It has kept its genius, because Persia was
able to assume a separate place in Islam; it is basically more Shiite
than Muslim.
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This great philosophical ensemble, which is commonly called Arab,
because it is written in Arabic, but in reality it is Greco-Sassanid. It would
be more accurate to say Greek; because the truly fertile element of all of
this came from Greece.
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Home works
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Thanks


