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WWI
Persia, now known as Iran, declared its 

neutrality in 1914 and remained neutral 
throughout the war

Ceasefire dated 11 Nov. 1918
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October revolution 1917

Pull out the forces of northern Iran 

(Tsars’ imperialistic policies)
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Positive balance policy

Southern police (in Bushehr and Shiraz)

Divide Iran
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Bakhtiari (Samsam) – Iran’s Prime Minister, 1918
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Damage determination commission

Bureaucratic weakness

Lack of operational background

Budget

Lack of Social basis
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Hassan Vosough, Prime minister, 
1918-1920 1110/14/2023
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اعزام هیات به پاریس
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Iran’s insisting to dispatch delegation

❑ To have seat in the League of Nations

❑ Termination of treaties and independence-contradictory points and 
guarantee of the status of Iran
❑ Compensation of wartime damage

❑ Economic liberation

❑ Elimination of capitulation for all powers (Turkmenchay deal, 1828)
❑ Tariff issue reconsidering  

❑ Reconsidering the concessions to foreign citizens

❑ Re-organizing Iran’s boarders

1610/14/2023



Change in the mandate

12th Feb. 1919

Attempt to get in the assmbly

FM Meeting Wilson
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Mandate March 1919

1. 6 conditions

❑ Termination of the 1907 Anglo-Russian agreement 
❑ Autonomy for hiring foreign consultants w/o permission of Russia or UK

❑ Termination of all Capitulation rights

❑ To step back all the foreign soldiers on the soil of Iran

❑ Re-considering all the concessions to foreign citizens

❑ To review the customs tariffs

2. Following Iran’s soil claims (Kurdistan and other consequences of Iran -
Ottoman wars)
3. Damage determination commission

1810/14/2023



Georges Benjamin Clemenceau – Lioyd George

May 1919 1910/14/2023



Secret negotiations in Tehran

• To guarantee Iran’s independence

• To support Iran’s attempts to claim compensations against Turks 
and Russians

• To agree the review of customs tariffs 

• To support Iran to reclaiming the soils (from Turks)

Back Channel?
Plan B
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August 1919

Complementary note: 

• To guarantee Iran’s independence,

• Review all the in-force treaties and contracts

• Review the tariffs with respect to Iran’s requirements

• To review on Iran’s borders, at least in some points

• To support Iran’s claims against Russia and Ottoman. 
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9 months of secret negotiations, close to 
Tehran

✓Ahmad Shah Qajar

✓Prime minister Hassan Vosough

✓Minister of economy

✓Minister of justice

✓Chief of the British office at Ministry of Foreign Affairs

✓A journalist, Seyyed Zia Tabtabaei
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Impactful elements on the 1919 agreement

• Iran as a buffer zone to India
• October revolution 1917
• Collapse of Ottoman empire

• France-UK disagreement (Sykes–
Picot Agreement )

• Negative position of France about 
Iran’s presence at the assembly

• Negative position of the Soviet 
Union

• Stop US funds

• Negative position of British 
government of India

• Interim administration in 
Kermanshah

• Flu epidemic
• Famine (hunger)
• Constitutional revolution
• Social resistance
• Personal affairs and corruptions
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Thanks for your attention
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