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GCC 2006
Start a 
Joint study on use of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes according to intl. criteria. 
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Saudi Arabia's Foreign Direct Investment (M$)
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MBS ambitions
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❑ NEOM's Technological and Digital Aspirations
❑ The Red Sea Project
❑ Qiddiya Entertainment City
❑ Vision 2030
❑ Saudi Green Initiative & Middle East Green Initiative
❑ Amaala
❑ King Salman Park, Green Riyadh, Sports Boulevard, Riyadh Art
❑ The Line (part of NEOM)
❑ Investment in Silicon Valley and Tech Firms
❑ National Industrial Development and Logistics Program (NIDLP)
❑ Saudi Arabian Military Industries (SAMI)
❑ Collaboration with AI and Tech Giants
❑ Saudi Nuclear Energy Project
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King Abdullah City for 
Atomic and Renewable 
Energy (KA-CARE)
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1.Nuclear Energy Development: To promote the use of nuclear energy in Saudi
Arabia, initially focusing on nuclear power plants for electricity generation
and desalination. The kingdom has expressed plans to build several (16)
nuclear reactors over the next two decades.

2.Renewable Energy Projects: KA-CARE is also responsible for the
development and implementation of renewable energy projects,
particularly solar and wind energy, as part of Saudi Arabia’s goal to generate
a significant portion of its electricity from renewable sources by 2030.

3.Research and Innovation: The city is intended to be a hub for innovation and
research in nuclear, renewable, and alternative energy technologies.

KA-CARE
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Rumors: hidden cooperation between China and Saudi

China’s aims: 

• Developing parts of the world, 

• Competing with the US, 

• Presence in the MENA

China: balancer or
a real player?
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United States of America
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 1954

SEC. 123. COOPERATION WITH OTHER NATIONS.—

No cooperation with any nation, group of nations or regional 
defense organization pursuant to section 53, 54 a., 57, 64, 82, 
91, 103, 104, or 144 shall be undertaken until… (5 pages)
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Gold Standard: NO nuclear enrichment on its soil 
UAE cooperation agreement



A. Pros:
1. Normalization the relations with Israel (Abraham Accord)
2. Balancing Iran
3. Strategic alliance with Saudi 
4. Separating Saudi from China
5. Export of technology and labor

B. Antis:
1. Breaking the American 1,2,3 standard, making an exception
2. Nuclear race in the region
3. Balancing Israel nuke capability
4. Another potential nuke arsenal in the region
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U.S.
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A. Pros:
1. Legitimate right of peaceful nuclear program,
2. Leverage against Israel,
3. China presence and US decline in the region or
4. Breaking of US gold standard (1,2,3)

B. Antis:
1. Regional balance of power and competition,
2. Nuclear capability as a relative leverage,
3. Normalization of Abraham Accord,
4. Potential nuclear ambiguity and threat,
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Iran
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• Old declaration of the project,

• Joining NPT without significant monitoring, 

• Long time to agree on the safeguard,

• Explaining its ambitions: securitizing Iran’s nuclear program,

• Strengthening partnership with all main actors, 

• Mutual investments, 

• US-China positive balance, 

• “De-petrolization” its nuclear project argument,
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KSA method of de-securitizing its 
nuclear project



Nuclear Safety & Security Cooperation

Nuclear Technological Cooperation

Nuclear Countries Club in the region
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Recommendations for Iran-Saudi



• UAE nuclear program,

• Turkey future nuclear competition,

• IAEA approach towards Saudi Arabia’s nuclear program with all the 
delays in safeguard agreements conclusion,

• Probable Secret Cases with China
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Recommended researches



Thanks

5/7/2024 ICNST2024 | www.nuclearwatch.net 23

sasankarimi.ir


